


Rekindle
yourPASSI

Have you focused on what fuels your passion? Now is the timel!
Rekindle a favorite pastime or discover new beginnings - allin
the comfort of a warm and welcoming community experience.

Possibilities are endless and hew friends and family await.

Our PASSION Is People!

Our passion is at the heart of everything we do. It drives us. It's
our purpose. At University Place, you'll be part of an extended
family that combines wellbeing and community culture with an
atmosphere that inspires connection, builds community and

celebrates you.

Stop by University Place or visit our website at
www.universityplace.org. For more information,
call 765.464.5611.

UNIVERSITY PLACE 4| | W

FRANCISCAN COMMUNITIES

A by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago




ANOTE FROM THE PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Welcome to Civic Theatre’s 2025-2026 Season: Elevate.

Each season, we aim to tell stories that move, inspire, and
reflect the world around us; and this year, we are reaching
even higher. With Elevate, we explore what it means to lift
each other up through powerful storytelling, shared laughter,
meaningful connection, and the transformative magic of live
theatre.

This season is about more than just entertainment, it’s
about hope, growth, and imagination. Our lineup is filled with
plays and musicals that challenge us to rise above, lean in,
dream bigger, and believe in something greater. Some shows
will take you to new heights emotionally; others will make
your spirit soar with joy and laughter. In a time when it's
easy to feel overwhelmed or disconnected, theatre reminds
us of our shared humanity.

Behind every production is a passionate team of artists,
volunteers, educators, and supporters who make this work
possible. We are so proud of the many ways Civic Theatre
brings people together on stage, behind the scenes, and in
the audience and gives us space to feel, think, and grow.
Whether you're joining us for your first performance or your
hundredth, your presence helps elevate our mission and fuels
everything we do.

Thank you for believing in the power of local theatre. Thank
you for showing up for the artists, for the community, and
for yourself. We can’t wait to share this season with you and
continue to elevate your theatre experience!

Raquel Lopez
Producing Artistic Director






2025-2026 General Information:

The Bob Sauers Box Office: Opens one-hour prior to every performance in our
theater lobby. Tickets are always available online at www.lafayettecivic.org

MainStage Single Ticket Prices:

e Adults (19-64) $24 plays/$26 musicals

Seniors (65 & over) $21 plays/$23 musicals

Active Military/Veterans (with valid id) $21 plays/$23 musicals
Youth (18 & under) $15 plays/$17 musicals

College Student Rush $12 plays/$14 musicals (with valid college id;
15 mins prior to curtain; pending availability)

Civic Youth Theatre Single Ticket Prices:
*  $14 plays/$16 musicals (2 yrs and up/under 2 yrs must be on lap)

Patrons with Physical Limitations or Disabilities: Accommodations are
available for patrons with restricted mobility, wheelchairs, or with hearing
limitations. Personal hearing assistance is available upon request at the
box office counter.

Late Seating Policy: Civic Theatre does not allow late seating. Performances
begin promptly at scheduled times. Please be in your seat prior to curtain.
Latecomers will not be allowed in the theater until intermission (when
applicable). Viewing will be available via tv monitor in our lobby. NO
EXCEPTIONS.

Lobby Bar & Concessions: Lobby Bar opens one-hour prior to curtain for
every performance. Food and drink purchased at our lobby bar are allowed
in the theater. No outside food or drink allowed. Please dispose of trash in
our convenient lobby receptacles.

Smoking: Smoking or vaping is strictly prohibited inside the Monon Depot
Theatre and within 8 feet of outside entrances.

Right to Refuse Service: Civic Staff and House Management have the right
to refuse service to audience members for any reason without issuing
refunds.

Electronic & Communication Devices: Absolutely no cell phone activity during
performances. Photographs and recordings are strictly prohibited. Turn
off all sound making devices prior to curtain. Violators of this policy will
be asked to leave and will not be refunded.

Parking: Civic Theatre offers complimentary parking behind our theater.
Handicapped parking is clearly marked, and violators will be towed at the
owner’s expense. Additional parking is available

off-street. Civic Theatre is not responsible for

any lost or stolen property from vehicles while

parked on our premises.


















ASK OUR TEAM ABOUT

Offset Printing & Digital Printing
Wide Format Printing

Flexo/Label Printing
Fulfillment & Kitting Services
Variable Data Mailings

FE c H E c K 0 U'I' Direct Mail + Enhance Marketing
o

.. %‘E THE EXCITING NEW SERVICES Branded Digital Store Fronts

=5 \E HAVE T0 OFFER! Graphic Design

Die Cutting, Foil Stamping & Embossing

765.447.6868 - thenational-group.com
627 South Earl Avenue, Lafayette, IN 47904

LIVE YOU ETIREMENT

lo the 2

AT WESTMINSTER VILLAGE

Savor retirement with everything you love — and
more! Enjoy a thriving, award-winning senior living
community with a rich array of amenities and fully
staffed programs, including our:

Vibrant Art Center (with variety of classes!)
Resident-tended gardens

Salon & Spa

Live Well Fitness Center
Open to residents & non-residents ages 62+

CALL 765-305-5320 OR VISIT WVWL.org
TO LEARN MORE AND SCHEDULE A TOUR

Managed by &3 Life Care Services®



CIVIC THEATRE CONTRIBUTORS

GIVING SEASON APRIL 2025 - APRIL 2026

Give. Every. Month
Brad & Kelly Alge
Ray Conner
Tonya Agnew & Amy

Crampton

Penny Keller
Abby McClure Laufman
Laura Richter
Mark & Laurie Russell
Allison Russell
Cindy Modlin-Adams
James Britton & Erin
AlKire John D. Collier
James & Patricia Rantner
Joan Mohr Samuels
Robert Roginski
$1000+
Lynn Anderson
Sherri and Vince Guido
Jane Kinyon
Purdue Brand Studio
Bob & Patti Truitt
Mark & Laurie Russell
Larry & Marianne Rose
Steve Tally

In Loving Memory of
Michael & Alice
Rossman

Don & Ann Caddy

Rod & Linda Ray
William & Eileen Arthur
Doug & Jen Pruim
Guillermo Pardillo

Alex & Rosie Gongales
Charlie Shook

Brent & Marti Gutwein
Caterpillar Lafayette

Abby McClure Laufman &
Tyler Laufman

$500+

Claire Chandler
Kathy Meeks
Brenda Ogle
Michael O. Hunt
Tim & Renee Cason
K.D. & Dave Benson

In Memory of Jeff
Anderson

Brad & Kelly Alge
John D. Collier

John Meyers

Linda Kampe

Andrew Russell

Jeff & Sharon Newell
David & Tanya Hummels
Eric Line

Diane Reis

Martin & Patty Jischke
Paul & Jan Addison
Andrew Russell

Daisy Schopmeyer

$250+

Alan & Gail Beck

Paul & Jan Addison

Barrett Caldwell

Paul & Ellen House

Jon & Jennifer Huston

Tonya Agnew & Amy
Crampton

Ron & Margaret Brender

James § Patricia Kantner

Shari Krockover

Greg & Julayne Moser

Steve & Cheri Bruhn

David & Thea Strand

Roland Winger

Andy & Gail Mesecar

Anne Tally

Robert Everson

Ray Conner

Jason & Stacey
Neithammer

Josette Rolley

Connie Davis

Brian & Dinah Dalder
Allison Russell

Brian & Dinah Dalder
Josh & Gina Boyd
Kyle Brown

Rylie Shank

Michelle Menger
Sam & Denise Newton
Tracy & Andy Fristoe -
Zebra Landscaping
Trey & Laura Gorden
Cindy Modlin-Adams
Brad & Debra Marley
Jack Kelley

Judy Rechberger
Sidney Pellissier
Stephanie Knight
Roger & Patty
Mansfield

Kathleen Kroll

Lisa Pantea

$100+
The Anderson Family

David & Susan
Aufderheide

Caleb Benner § Caitlin
Cotten

Rat Brag & Skip Eads

Laura & Randy Buller

Sally Carter

Rappa Rappa Rappa-
Epsilon Chapter

Jean Chmielewski

Luanne Condreay

Dan DeCaro & Nancy
Marshall

Rerry Dickson
Timothy Dickson

Paul & Paige Ebner
Greg Flint

Grant & Jennifer Flora
Diane Gunstra

Denise Hasler



Cara Hines-Pham
Richard & Bonnie Hobbs
Eileen Sexton

Michelle Johnson

Jane Kerr

David & Barbara Knott
Sandra Lahr

Van Neie

Darcey Noirto

John O'Malley

The Drama Club - In
Memory of Terry West

& Judy Pellisier

Brian Kocher & Tom Robson
TJ Rosa

Phyllis Ross

Vicki Royer

Elizabeth Hunt Schwartz
Jim & Paula Scott

Elinor Jean Shuck

Larry Sommers & Julia Sibley

Thomas & Cecelie Tucker
Mark Lahr

The Long Center

Robert & Mary Beth
Downing

Alice Pawley

Penny Keller

Dan & Pam Becker
Anne Mallett

Heather Owen
Christy Carr

James Brehm

Judith Blaydes
James & Erin Britton
In honor of Bill Arthur
Katherine Busch
Gorski Family

James Davis

Vicki Hooker

Bridget Slack

Craig & wendy Martin

Dr. Francois-Rene Bertin &
Mr Constatin de Boisseson

Thomas Rusicka
Amy Bissonette

Kathy Matter
Trey Malone
Diana Dahl
Margaret Foley
Ruth Wukasch

Dennis & Lindsey
Minchella

Dorothy Bethel
Sonya Thomas
Janet & Jim Beaty
John & Gayle Tilford
Tom & Kathy Busch

John Lewandowski &
Stephen McCallum
Joseph Seaman
Ruthie Shook

Joanne & Bill Evers
Tom & Sarah Andrew
Marilyn Noller
Cristine Muir

Barry Schreier and
Thomas Birkenhol3
Phillip & Elizgabeth Krause
Jos & Rita Holman
Cindy Warren

Lisa Heinold

Judith Marten

David & Thea Strand

Leaving a Legacy Donors:
Dan & Pam Becker
John D. Collier

Kathy Matter

Mark & Laurie Russell









The
ELE'VENT H HOUS'E

& LAFAYETTE
116 N. 3RD ST. nﬂs&g‘}m
LAFAYETTE, IN 47901

* MON FRI: 7:30A-6:000

SAT-SUN: 8A-4:000

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ONLINE! WWW.LAFAYETTELIKESTHISPLACE.COM
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Culliy @IIHHHPIIH[ Looking to Improve Your
m Water Quality?

Call to schedule an
appointment today

(765) 761-6620

culliganwaterindiana.com

FREE Softener Inspection &
Water Test

Receive a complete softener inspection, no
matter the make or model plus a water fest with

no cost or obligation.

3450 Kossuth St. Lafayette, IN 47905

*Offer expires 12/31/2027 Dealer participation may vary.
Contaminants may not be in your water. © 2024 Culligan Ultrapure
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Civic Theatre of Greater Lafayette
Proudly presents

BIRTHDAY CANDLES
by Noah Haidle

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
The Exponent
Concord Realty Group
Smart Digs

Director - Kristine Holtvedt
Assistant Director - Sarah Mishler
Stage Manager - Quentin McGlothlin
Costume Designer - Marisa Simmons
Lighting Designer - Jordan Gooch
Sound Designer - John O'Malley
Intimacy Director - Raquel Lopez
Lightboard Operator - Duane Baldwin
Soundboard Operator - Caleb Immel
Backstage Manager - Elisa Hostetler
Set Designer - John D. Collier
Set Construction - Kyle Brown, Craig Campbell, Christy Carr, John D. Collier, Jacob
Danek, Tom Gall, Jordan Gooch, Lisa Heinold, Rick Hensley, Josh Lane, Dan Rayman
Set Painting - John D. Collier, Kathy Hetterick, Caleb Immel, Jeff Smith
Props - Caleb Immel

Birthday Candles featured artwork by Sarah Ruh, Artist-in-Residence

Originally produced on Broadway in 2022 by Roundabout Theatre Company
Birthday Candles was originally commissioned and produced by Detroit Public Theatre, Detroit MI
Producing Artistic Directors: Courtney Burkett, Sarah Clare Corporandy and Sarah Winkler
Developed as part of Chautauqua Theater Company’s New Play Workshop series, 2017,

underwritten by the Roe Green Foundation.



CAST

ERNESTINE ASHWORTH..

..Caty Natt

KENNETH...... . . . . . . <o Ryle Brown
MATT/WILLIAM....... . . . . creeeieeeieenaenees Eli Widmer
BILLY/JOHN. . . . . . Eli Palm
JOAN/ALEX/BETH . . . Oliver Clarkson
MADELINE/ERNIE... . SRR Alexandria (Ally) Shinkan
ALICE . . . . . . . ...Sarah Mishler
ATMAN.......... . . . . . . Ponyo Bulanski

SETTING
A Kitchen in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

TIME
One hundred years and ninety minutes concurrently

THERE WILL BE NO INTERMISSION

SPECIAL THANKS to Purdue University Department of Theatre and Dance, Jefferson High
School, James Holsclaw and Mike Harrington.

NOTE TO AUDIENCE: THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO
AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS
OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED,
A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)'S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES
COPYRIGHT LAW. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:

https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists
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ANOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Full disclosure here: | hate writing Director's Notes. | never really know what
to write about any play and production | direct. More importantly, the actors
and designers are the ones who give the story to the audience. It's always
a collaboration among us, a process | treasure and highly respect. Audiences
receive the story through how the designers have created the world of the play
in the set, costumes, lights and sound, and how the actors inhabit and express

their characters.

There is a truism in theatre: we really don't know what the play is, until the
audience engages and responds and lets us know. So you, our audience, are the
final piece of the pugzle, the final character in the play. You will let us know
what we have created. The great playwright, director and theatre critic, George
Bernard Shaw, said this of directors: The Director is the Ideal Audience of One.
So, my job is to engage in design discussions and rehearsals as that “Audience
of One”, and make sure the company is telling the story to the best of our

abilities and talents.

And, finally, we invite you to tell us what that story is, what it means. So, with
all my gratitude and trust, thank you.

Kristine Holtvedt
Director




Who’s Who in the CAST!

CATY NATT (Ernestine Ashworth) always loves to tread Civic's
boards, especially in roles as different as this one and last season’s
Psycho Beach Party. Combining her loves of acting and baking has
been a fun challenge. She would like to thank Kristine for getting
her away from the furniture, Eli Palm for being the Superior Eli
(sorry Widmer, blame Matt), and her husband Jordan Gooch for
being built of heroic patience, the love of her life.

KYLE BROWN (Kenneth) is eternally grateful to be involved
in Birthday Candles. He was previously seen on stage in Daniel’s
Husband (Mitchell), Urinetown, The Musical (Robbie), and To Kill A
Mockingbird (Boo Radley). When not on stage he writes and directs
plays..and stage manages..and bartends..and teaches classes..
and helps with sets..and produces the Civic Play Festival.he's
actually here too much. When not doing anything theatre related,
Kyle plays board games and does improv. He would like to thank
the cast and crew for putting up with him (he knows he’s a lot).

ELI WIDMER (Matt/William) is an actor from West Lafayette,
Indiana with a Bachelors in Theatre. Past roles he's proud of
include Count Dracula (Van Helsing), Suite Surrender (Dunlap), and
The Seagull (Sorin). Outside of theatre, Eli has published a country
rap album titled "Moo Money, Moo Problems”, is writing a novel
about how he escaped Alcatrag disguised as a stegosaurus, and
has relapsed in his addiction to lying. When asked if he was the
superior Eli, Eli didn't answer and instead ate an entire roast
chicken. Once finished, he pulled out a second roast chicken. There
were no further questions.

ELI PALM (Billy/John) can most aptly be described as a mix
between a 90 year old farmer and a mad scientist. He is skilled
in the creation of evil projects like a gaslighting notes app or
siege engines. Eli previously appeared in Civic's production of A
Christmas Carol: The Live Radio Play as Male Player 3, Small Dog
and various other parts. Eli would like to claim his place as the
superior Eli over the imposter Eli Widmer. Please support Eli's
campaign to make the inferior Eli change his name to something
like Levi, or Ethan below!

https://c.org/tRenrgyGx8



OLIVER CLARKSON (any/all) (Joan/Alex/Beth) is honored to
return to acting as part of the cast of Birthday Candles at Civic
Theater. Past roles include The Importance of Being Earnest (Miss
Prism), The Last Days of Judas Iscariot (Bailiff/St. Peter/Sigmund
Freud), and Taming of the Shrew (Tranio). When not performing,
they are writing, drawing, and going down Wikipedia rabbit holes.
He would like to thank the cast and crew for their kindness and
would like to specially dedicate this performance to her dearest
friends and partners in this life, Amy and Carmen.

ALEXANDRIA SHINKAN (Madeline/Ernie) is thrilled to return
to Civic's stage after making her debut last year in Psycho Beach
Party (Marvel Ann). She also served as Lighting Designer for Young
Frankenstein and Costume Designer for The Hobbit, and will design
costumes for Fun Home later this season. She made her directorial
debut with Willy Wonka (2019) and has since directed The Little
Mermaid (2021), which won NIETF's Best Musical, School of Rock
(2023), and High School Musical (2024). In 2021, she appeared as
John Dillinger’s fiancée on Expedition Unknown on the Discovery
Channel. By day, she is Assistant Director of Admissions at Purdue
University and runs Evil Woman Creations. She thanks Gumby,
Khali, and Kevin for their love and support..

SARAH MISHLER (Alice & Assistant Director) always loves
supporting theatre and is excited to make her Assistant Director
debut! You may recognige her from Time Stands Still (Sarah), Dead
Man'’s Cell Phone (Hermia), Flanagan's Wake (Kathleen in 2022 and
Fiona in 2023), and Clue (Cook/Singing Telegram Girl). She would
like to thank Kristine for giving her this amaging opportunity, and
a special thanks to Josh, Anna, Taylor, and Pat for supporting her
love of theatre!.

PONYO BULANSKI (Atman) is flopping excited to make his Civic
Theatre debut. You may recognige him from his heavy prosthetic
film work in A Fish Called Wanda (Wanda), The Life Aquatic with
Steve Zissou (Jaguar Shark), and Jaws (Bruce). Ponyo is excited to
get back to the comfortable waters of live theatre. In his free time,
he likes to play Go-Fish, eat Goldfish crackers in the coral reefs, and
forget everything he ever knew within three seconds.



Who’s Who in the CREW!

KRISTINE HOLTVEDT (Director) Professor Emerita, Purdue University Department of
Theatre and Dance, where she taught acting and directing to undergraduate and graduate
students. She earned her MFA in Directing at Mason Gross School of the Arts, Rutgers
University where she studied with and was mentored by renowned acting teacher, William
Esper. She directed over 20 productions at Purdue; favorites include Bright Star, Shakespeare
in Love, next to normal, Spring Awakening, Into the Woods and The Crucible. She also acted in
6 productions, including The Seagull (Arkadina), The Beauty Queen of Lenane (Mag) and Hay
Fever (Judith). Professional credits include: at The Aux Dog Theatre, Albuquerque: Venus in
Fur, Frankie and Johnny in the Clair de Lune, Blue Window, Nunsense; Arkansas Shakespeare
Festival: Much Ado About Nothing; Texas Shakespeare Festival: The Beaux Stratagem and
NAFA in Singapore, A Midsummer’s Night Dream. Thank you to Raquel for trusting me with
this poignant play, and deep thanks to my wonderful cast, designers, stage managers and

crew. It has been a joy and a privilege, first to last.

JOHN O’'MALLEY (Senior Sound Designer/Engineer) is a videographer, musician, recording
engineer, writer, and former radio disc jockey. John also hosts “The Civic Theatre Show,” Civic's
official podcast. He loves working with our Civic family, staging simple shows with a few
sound effects to complex musicals with dogens of actors and a live band. John's recent
credits include “The Revolutionists,” “A Christmas Carol: the Live Radio Play,” “Beetlejul’ce Jr.)”
“Steel Magnolias,” “Urinetown,” “School of Rock,” “Clue,” “The Prom,” “9to 5, and “The Play That

Goes Wrong.”

JORDAN GOOCH (Light Designer) caps off a busy season with his work on Birthday
Candles. Having a consistent creative outlet balances the practicalities of his day job. When
not taking up residence in the booth, he enjoys art classes at the Art Museum of Greater
Lafayette, road trips to the beach, and the Hadestown soundtrack. He would like to thank his
wife Caty Natt for not taking eight decades to figure out he deserved the title.

MARISA SIMMONS (Costume Designer) is a long-time volunteer with Civic. She has
costumed numerous shows, including The King and I, Annie, To Kill a Mockingbird, and, most
recently, Gruesome Playground Injuries. Marisa has also appeared onstage as LaVonda in
Sordid Lives and in several short plays at Civic's short play festival. Marisa would like to
thank Raquel and Kristine for the opportunity to be a part of this amaging production.





















order online:
madmushroom.com

Lafayette West Latayette Purdue
Underwood Sagamore Campus
3014 Underwood 307 Sagamore PKWY W 320 W. State St.
4444444444

"I need something that will sink into their memories for all time,

BALCONY LEVEL

Take $5 OFF $20+ Purchase

COUPON CODE: CIVIC5
expires 2/28/26

MEZZANINE LEVEL

Take $10 OFF $35+ Purchase

COUPON CODE: CIVIC10
expires 2/28/26

ORCHESTRALEVEL

Take $15 OFF $50+ Purchase

COUPON CODE: CIVIC15
expires 2/28/26

Feed your head.






MATCHBOX STUDIOS

24/7 shared workspace
Meeting rooms, wifi, free coffee

Business acceleration courses
Media studio & makerspace

&
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AMENITIES PROGRAMS COMMUNITY

WWW.MBX.STUDIO FOR TOURS, DAY PASSES, MEMBERSHIPS, AND BUSINESS ACCELERATION
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Scan the QR code or visit :
www.wabashcenter.com/events o 3








































with the help of
cuslomized hea/ungp selulions
from Lafayette Hearing Center

Susan Taulia, Au.D. Andrea Gray, M.S. Megan Adams, Au.D. Daniel Xia, Au.D.
Licensed Audiologist Licensed Audiologist Licensed Audiologist Licensed Audiologist
o
This facility is equipped with a >
hearing loop. If you need help 7 ﬂ//&%gffz
accessing the loop, come see us! Hearing Center

Audiology & Hearing Aids

765.588.5554  avsicy > reamgoncar

LafayetteHearingCenter.com K



Attorneys at Law meeting your legal needs!
324 Main Street (Suite C)
Lafayette, Indiana 47902-0711
(765) 742-7040

www.truittraylaw.com

Rod A. Ray
Shawn R. Little
Patricia Peyton Truitt, Of Counsel

Estate Planning & Probate e Personal Injury & Accidents
Administration e Collections
Family Law & Mediation e General Litigation

Guardianships & Adoptions e Real Estate Matters
Business & Corporate Law

Proudly Supporting



